The absence of a linguistic barrier between the two German states, the presence of personal/family ties, increasing access to West-TV, and even the recognition that FRG males were likewise subject to involuntary conscription made it tougher for average GDR citizens to view West Germans as the archenemy. The NVA was itself caught in the double bind of calling for extraordinary watchfulness and intensified indoctrination, on the one hand, and supporting official peace-making efforts with the onset of Ostpolitik, on the other. Though parts of the books read like an all-too-hasty "review of the literature," Decker's study (completed in early 1989) does provide food for thought regarding the longterm effects of Feind-Denken/Freund-Denken that have given rise to intolerance and violence among all-German youth since unification in 1990. 
